
MAKE – WALK – EXPLORE  The Fall Abbotsford Retreat 
August 29 – September 4, 2020 

Trip Overview 
 

Saturday, August 29th 
Our group meets at Waverly Station in central 
Edinburgh. Together, we’ll take the train to 
Melrose. While the luggage goes by auto, we’ll 
stretch our legs with a leisurely walk over to 
our lodgings at Abbotsford, the former home of 
Sir Walter Scott. In the afternoon, fiber artist 
Lindsay Roberts (aka “The Border Tart”) will 
facilitate a hands-on indigo dye workshop. Our 
first day concludes with a celebratory welcome 
dinner. Walking: approximately 1.5 miles. 
 

Sunday, August 30th 
After a leisurely morning, we’ll head over to 
nearby Floors Castle, the largest inhabited 
castle in Scotland. What’s going on? Why, it’s 
Massed Pipe Band Day! This yearly celebration 
of Scottish traditions offers up pipe & drum 
band performances, Highland games and 
dancing, produce, food and artisan stalls and 
demonstrations by local organizations. Later in 
the day, we’ll walk over to nearby Kelso for a 
bit of exploration and to get dinner. Walking: 
approximately 1.5 miles. 
 

Monday, August 31st 
Monday starts with a morning session on 
creative journaling with Lindsay Roberts. By 
mid-day, we’ll be out for a walk along the River 
Tweed with plenty of time for photography, 
writing, or sketching, plus opportunities to visit 
the abbey, shops and cafes of Melrose. We’ll 
enjoy a storytelling dinner back at Abbotsford 
with our friend, local guide and storyteller John 
Nichol. Walking: approximately 6 miles roundtrip. 

Tuesday, September 1st 
Our morning is unscheduled. Sleep in, enjoy a 
knitting or stitching session in the garden, curl 
up with a book, take a solitary or shared 
wander. In the afternoon, we’re off to walk In 
the Footsteps of Sir Walter Scott (Part 1)! The 
hike takes us from Smailholm Tower to the 
ruins of Dryburgh Abbey, where Sir Walter 
Scott loved to walk and is now buried. Walking: 
approximately 5 miles, 115 m ascent.  
 

Wednesday, September 2nd 

A morning stitching session with Lindsay 
Roberts, followed by lunch at Abbotsford. In 
the afternoon, we’ll offer a more challenging 
walk as we search the Eildon Hills for stories of 
fairies, Thomas the Rhymer and an Iron Age 
fort. Walking: approximately 6 miles, 422 m 
ascent.  
 

Thursday, September 3rd 
A full day is on the schedule for Thursday with 
In the Footsteps of Sir Walter Scott (Part 2). John 
Nichol joins us as we explore the places that 
inspired Sir Walter Scott’s novels. Be prepared 
to encounter a loch or two, castle ruins, and 
hear plenty of stories along the way. By the 
evening, we’ll gather for our farewell dinner 
back at Abbotsford. A mix of walking and touring 
on bus. 
 

Friday, September 4th 
After breakfast, participants will take the train 
back to Edinburgh for flights home or on to 
other adventures! 
 

 

Please note the following: 
 Small hotels in Europe often do not have elevators or staff to assist with porterage. 

Participants should be capable of maneuvering their own luggage on stairs, city streets with 
uneven paving, and for walking distances as great as one mile.  

 If you require a ground floor room due to luggage and/or a mobility issue, please note it on 
your registration. We will do our best to accommodate you. 

 Rowan Tree Travel trips may be categorized as active, moderately active, or relaxed. We would 
describe this trip as relaxed, as we are staying in the same accommodations throughout the 
week and all activities and walking excursions are optional.  

  



MAKE – WALK – EXPLORE  The Fall Abbotsford Retreat 
August 29 – September 4, 2020 
Details & Payment Information 

Tour Price 
$2500 

Included in Tour Price 
Accommodation at Abbotsford’s Hope Scott Wing    Breakfast each morning plus three dinners 
and three lunches   Dye workshop and stitching sessions with Lindsay Roberts  Admission 
fees and transportation for all tour activities and events 

Not Included in Tour Price  
Airfare    Soda and alcoholic drinks    Personal items    Gratuities    Yarn! 

Item Price Per Person Due 
Deposit $500 Upon Booking 
2nd Payment $1000  February 15, 2020 
Final Payment $1000  July 15, 2020 
Options: 

 Private Single Room (limited)  +$400  add to final payment 
 Combine w/following RTT tour  -$100 subtract from final pmt 

Total Cost: $2900 private room/$2500 shared room

Please arrange your international flights according to the following information. You may purchase 
on your own or work with our booking agent, Vivienne at Crystal Travel. She can assist in identifying 
the best itinerary for your needs, coordinating with other participants, and with ticket purchase, seat 
selection and upgrades. Contact her at (677) 327-2700 or vivienne@crystal-travel.com.  

Our group will meet on August 29, 2020 at Waverly Train Station, Edinburgh at 10:30 am. You may 
choose to arrive that morning via an overnight flight. If so, you will need to insure adequate time to collect 
luggage and travel via train/bus/tram to Waverly Station – which takes approximately 45 minutes. If you 
would like to arrive in Scotland on August 28th, please let us know. We’ve reserved rooms at the 
Parliament House Hotel in central Edinburgh. We can invoice you for that prior night’s lodging as part of 
your total bill. 

Our group will depart from Abbotsford on Friday, September 4th. You may choose to leave from nearby 
Tweedbank Station, Melrose at any time. We recommend departing no earlier than 8 am, as connecting 
trams/trains to the airport are less frequent in the early morning. It will take you approximately an hour 
and a half to get to Edinburgh Airport. As typically advised, plan to arrive at least two hours prior to any 
international flights. 

This trip requires a minimum of 8 registered participants to proceed. Deposits will be refunded in the 
event that the tour does not operate due to lack of participants.  

Rowan Tree Travel has purchased a Group Protection Plan on behalf of all participants, which helps 
protect you after departure. If interested in the optional Trip Cancellation/Trip Interruption or 
Cancel for Any Reason (CFAR) benefits, please contact Rowan Tree Travel for rates and information. 



MAKE – WALK – EXPLORE  The Fall Abbotsford Retreat 
August 29 – September 4, 2020 

Registration Form, Page 1 
 

Name:       Date of Birth: 

 

Full Home Address:     

 

  

 

Phone Number:           Home         Cell 

 

Email:           

 

Passport Expiration Date:      

(Passport must be valid up to 3 months past your desired return date.)  

 

Lodging Preferences: (We will notify you if for any reason you cannot have your preferred room type.) 

   I prefer a private, single room and will be paying the additional cost of $400 

   I plan to share a room with           

   I plan to share a room but do not have a roommate. Please assign one for me. 

 

Emergency Contact/Phone/Email: 

 
 

 
Special Requirements (allergies, health or mobility issues, dietary requirements, etc.):  

 
 

 
 

 
 
Please let us know your knitting skill level. The information will help our workshop teachers prepare and 
appropriate experience. 
 

     Beginner                  Intermediate              Experienced             Not a knitter 
 



MAKE – WALK – EXPLORE  The Fall Abbotsford Retreat 
August 29 – September 4, 2020 

Registration Form, Page 2 
 

A deposit check of $500 is required with to hold your place on the trip. Please mail both pages of 
the registration form plus your check to Rowan Tree Travel, 315 Stark Hwy N,  Dunbarton, NH 
03046. We also recommend you alert us via email that your registration is forthcoming. That way, 
we can hold a spot for you if the trip is quickly filling. 
 

For the remaining balance, we offer four payment options. Please let us know which you’d prefer 
by selecting below: 

 

   Pay in full by check once tour is guaranteed. Minimal accounting and no card processing 
fees allow us to pass savings on to you. Deduct $100 from the total due.  

 

   Pay in two payments with a check. 

 

   Pay in full with a credit card once tour is guaranteed. If paying with credit card, you will be 
emailed a payment link prior to due dates. 

 

   Pay in two payments with a credit card. If paying with credit card, you will be emailed a 
payment link prior to due dates.  

 
Cancellation Policy  
Cancellations by the participant should be made in writing via email to 
heather@rowantreetravel.com as soon as possible, and Rowan Tree Travel will assist the 
participant in filing a claim with the insurance provider (if the reason for cancellation is covered by 
the plan). Registered participants are responsible for the full cost of the tour unless their spot is 
filled and the group has met its minimum number of participants, in which case a refund will be 
issued.  
 

Rowan Tree Travel (RTT) cannot be held responsible for the acts, defaults or delay of any hotel, 
coach, operator, airline, guide, restaurant or any other persons or companies, however caused. RTT 
is not responsible for losses in the event of force major, such as natural catastrophes, strikes or 
other corresponding causes. We also reserve the right to alter routes due to road or weather 
conditions without prior notice. In the rare cases that there is a double booking or a good reason 
for moving the guest, we reserve the right to do so by providing similar accommodation or better 
in the same area. 

 

   I agree to the above terms and conditions.   

Printed Name: 

 
Signature:         Date:  

 


